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Europe solo debut for Singapore artist

Artist Donna Ong's installation at Art Stage. -- PHOTO: PRIMO MARELLA GALLERY

By Deepika Shetty
deepikas@sph.com.sg
 

Visitors at annual art fair Art Stage Singapore last month did a double-take when they
encountered work by homegrown artist Donna Ong. It was not just her installation that
gave pause, but also the fact that it featured in a display by an Italian gallery.

Primo Marella, a Milan-based gallery, has been presenting art from South-east Asia
since 2007 and now has its sights on Singaporean artists, whose work can fetch
anywhere between €5,000 and €35,000 (S$8,390 and S$58,742) in Italy.

And so, at Art Stage Singapore, its owner, Mr Primo Marella, did not pick any big
names from the West, opting to use his booth to showcase Ong's work.

Now, he is featuring the work of another Singapore artist, 22-year-old painter Ruben
Pang, in a solo show at Lugano in Switzerland.

The choice of Europe for Pang's international solo debut comes amid buzz already
building there for the artist. He made his international debut last November in a group
show in Milan, Italy, put on by Primo Marella gallery and called Deep S.E.A -
Contemporary Art From South East Asia. Three of Pang's paintings sold even before
the exhibition opened.

NEWS
From:The Straits Times, posted on 14 February at 1:44 PM

TRENDING TOPICS
The most popular topics in ST Communities

Benedict Cumberbatch  Beyonce
Charlie Hunnam  Comic-Con  Comic

Con 2013  Cory Monteith
Despicable Me 2  Glee

Godzilla  Grown Ups 2  Guillermo del Toro
Hugh Jackman  Idris Elba  James

McAvoy  Jay-Z  Justin Timberlake
k-pop  Kanye West  Lea Michele
Marvel  National Day  Pacific Rim
Rihanna  Rinko Kikuchi  Take Back The

Night  The Wolverine  thor  Welcome To The
Punch  X-Men  YG Entertainment

MULTIMEDIA

OUR PARTNERS

See all our partners >>

Avril Lavigne's
Rock N Roll
debuts following

Blogger partner
Sunny Goh
interviews actor

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CX-HrtIPqUZ74NMum-wbpn4GYDI7mh7YDAAAQASAAUKHzm6H______wFg9b3GgcwEggEXY2EtcHViLTU4NjU1OTY4NDgwMjQyMzHIAQKpAjvlii0-g6o-4AIAqAMBqgTCAU_QfSPoIlHoYIdw3YWXq3wN9VO2CZ6lI3QvAhMz5elr18S00nCChZ6ZqfxW0Uoe1MrCLKpjCszPRjsdhw-hV2nPSQVlIfRfGJ3fu3MJxrqWk8jzfveHDAvSy7sesxmVoJvw6k85RkdssnF15RTv6RuPn4x_GA_oY3yMm5YBKlw6KSluW_QEQNQe2EjGUJ2Qsqk8FWqX1oE9yiNo3aNsbCHgqq_daS9-vyhNfZOdfaneNWqg3Nk5oQJvAGSCICyxCsFB4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_3CEJIe3HIdPLgZwWUETcw0UHcc-g&client=ca-pub-5865596848024231&adurl=http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/
http://www.straitstimes.com/
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/about-us
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/faq
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/ldap
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/show/2013/02/14/europe-solo-debut-singapore-artist#
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/
https://twitter.com/STCommunities
https://www.facebook.com/TheStraitsTimes
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/events/rss.xml
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/community/movies
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/community/music
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/community/tv
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/community/show
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/user/login/colorbox?destination=show/2013/02/14/europe-solo-debut-singapore-artist&contribute=text
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/user/login/colorbox?destination=show/2013/02/14/europe-solo-debut-singapore-artist&contribute=photo
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/user/login/colorbox?destination=show/2013/02/14/europe-solo-debut-singapore-artist&contribute=video
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/user/login/colorbox?destination=show/2013/02/14/europe-solo-debut-singapore-artist&contribute=audio
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/community/show
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/community/Show/category/News
mailto:deepikas@sph.com.sg
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/users/stcomm/colorbox?destination=show/2013/02/14/europe-solo-debut-singapore-artist
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/community/Show/category/News
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/users/stcomm/colorbox?destination=show/2013/02/14/europe-solo-debut-singapore-artist
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/music/2013/07/20/avril-lavignes-rock-n-roll-debuts-following-singers-twitter-campaign
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/2013/07/20/exclusive-interview-matt-kane
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tv/2013/07/20/san-diego-comic-con-game-thrones-pays-tribute-dead-characters
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tv/2013/07/20/lea-michele-makes-emotional-trip-cory-monteiths-pacific-rim-hotel
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C4pgTtYPqUYahDYGt-gaQoIGYDIaO7O8CAAAQASAAUKHjg935_____wFg9b3GgcwEggEXY2EtcHViLTU4NjU1OTY4NDgwMjQyMzHIAQKpAjvlii0-g6o-4AIAqAMBqgTCAU_Q0ipevdvdiP1fvrg0ldOTIO_g8je00NsQ5BsbH7A_5vleM4KiYbb2bDZd-EHxC4D8DqdBV2DAJynG0Mc3I-Ig4JerXXCZb4Ze_ALR_ljkoqSNsk9JDslvm2ySHOZbB68-d5fiysbXKWtqSFi-kWYyuHsTXd61bN0sqrGJ73w2p6jy8nhTzrnVhUUie1hI01l28MhQJVP2hUEvQcJoOqapdqRT4BDuuW9Wgtpv8pUjqtMiBRS1cSH187YFaw0sgixu4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_0QRMdNlpN-j8jYDrOpWjkTLRSb4Q&client=ca-pub-5865596848024231&adurl=http://www.razor.tv/site/servlet/segment/main/specials/i-witness/
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/benedict-cumberbatch
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/beyonce
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/charlie-hunnam
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/comic-con
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/comic-con-2013
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/cory-monteith
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/despicable-me-2
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/glee
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/godzilla
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/grown-ups-2
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/guillermo-del-toro
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/hugh-jackman
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/idris-elba
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/james-mcavoy
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/jay-z
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/justin-timberlake
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/k-pop
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/kanye-west
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/lea-michele
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/marvel
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/national-day
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/pacific-rim
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/rihanna
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/rinko-kikuchi
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/take-back-night
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/wolverine-0
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/thor
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/welcome-punch
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/x-men
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/yg-entertainment
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tagadelic/chunk/3
http://www.zoukclub.com/#/home
http://www.youtube.com/SentosaTV
http://www.facebook.com/UniversalMusicSingapore
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Justin-Bratton/110489332317672?fref=ts
http://www.starhub.com/
http://www.homeclub.com.sg/
http://www.propaganda.com.sg/
http://www.insurgence.com.sg/
http://www.itheatre.org/
http://www.allthatmatters.asia/
http://dustpanrecordings.com/
http://www.tab.com.sg/
http://www.launchgroup.net/
http://highsociety.com.sg/wp/
http://highsociety.com.sg/wp/
http://www.axn-asia.com/
http://www.asianfoodchannel.com/
http://www.clicknetwork.tv/
http://www.themuse.com.sg/
http://www.mosaicmusicfestival.com/2013/
https://www.facebook.com/AsiasNextTopModel
http://www.samsung.com/sg/#latest-home
http://www.diamond-walker.com/
http://www.shaw.sg/
http://www.sinema.sg/
http://www.facebook.com/UIPSingapore
http://www.lamcproductions.com/
http://kiss92.sg/
http://www.radio913.com/index.php
http://www.facebook.com/Bacchanaliabrunch
http://www.hallyusg.net/
http://popspoken.com/
http://info.singtel.com/
http://www.srt.com.sg/
http://www.jonleong.com/
http://www.facebook.com/DJKaneIan?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/ClaireJedrek?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/chrisyapwooihoe
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alicia-Pan/133442096633
http://natho.net/
http://www.danielboey.com/
https://twitter.com/joontastic
https://twitter.com/raunyoubeauty
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/our_partners


SHARE THIS:

TAGS: ST Communities The Straits Times exhibition Art Stage Singapore Donna Ong

Primo Marella

Facebook

In an e-mail interview with Life!, Mr Marella says Italian demand for both Ong and
Pang's art is fuelled by the artists' "contemporary style" and "captivating artworks".

Both artists were part of the gallery's November group show. The exhibition was two
years in the making and presented 50 artworks by 11 artists from eight South-east
Asian countries.

Despite the presence of regional heavyweights such as Filipino Ronald Ventura and
Indonesian artist Entang Wiharso, both Ong and Pang made their mark with their
installations and paintings, getting attention from critics and collectors.

Mr Marella notes that the artists have a distinct style which is not bound by geography.
Their "global narrative" works well as the gallery goes all out to "introduce their works to
new audiences", as he puts it.

Pang's solo show consists of three sculptures - the first time he has exhibited the genre
- together with nine new paintings.

He describes the paintings as "an attempt to bring a saturated light/digital visual
effects/dream sequences/glitches into oil paint".

He reworked the show's anchor work, titled Impossible, many times, adding layer after
layer. "The composition was only finalised in December though I started work on it in
May," he says. "Impossible was just a working title I used because it was the hardest
painting to resolve, but it stuck."

He calls his European outing "an amazing experience", one that allows him to introduce
his abstract paintings - made using oil on aluminium instead of canvas, and with his
hands rather than brushes - to new audiences.

Gallery manager Elena Micheletti, 37, claims that Primo is the first gallery in Italy to
focus on contemporary art from South-east Asia. The focus arose after Mr Marella
travelled extensively in 2007 across South-east Asia, visiting Malaysia, the Philippines,
Indonesia, Singapore and parts of Indochina.

Last year, he saw Pang's work during a visit to the Singapore Art Museum's
contemporary wing, 8Q, and followed this up by calling at the artist's home studio,
where he was taken with "his meticulous, scientist-like approach to art, including the
use of alumnium instead of a canvas".

His gallery was among the first Italian ones to open a venue in the 798 Art District in
Beijing but as Ms Micheletti notes: "We started by exploring Chinese art in the late
1990s, when the art world was obsessively West-centric. Now everybody is talking
about China and we have shifted our surveys and focus to South-east Asia.

"From both an economic and cultural point of view, today South-east Asia is among the
most promising regions in terms of the diversity of art you can find there."

Ruben Pang's solo show, Aetheric Portraiture, is now on at Primo Marella's gallery
Primae Noctis in Lugano, Switzerland.

This article first appeared in The Straits Times on 12 February, 2013.

Like 0

« PREVIOUS STORY
Art, defecation and death at Australia's art festival

NEXT STORY »
Manga festival kicks off in Singapore this weekend for
the first time

Twitter ST Subscribers

See all multimedia »

Ci trovi su Facebook

The Straits Times

Mi piace

The Straits Times piace a 99.779 persone.

Plug-in sociale di Facebook

 

San Diego Comic-
Con: Game Of

Lea Michele
makes an

MOST POPULAR
The most viewed posts on ST Communities over the past
24 hours.

1. Cory Monteith's final words of wisdom

2. Can the Singapore NDP 2013 song
hold a candle to our past classics?

3. Taufik takes on Marty the Zebra

4. "I didn’t think I could do it"

5. Audio released of Kanye West blasting
Taylor Swift & P!nk

MOST COMMENTED
The most commented posts on ST Communities over the
past 7 days.

Can the Singapore NDP 2013 song
hold a candle to our past
classics? (/music/2013/07/16/can-
singapore-ndp-2013-song-hold-
candle-our-past-classics)

23

Glee star Cory Monteith found
dead in hotel room
(/tv/2013/07/14/glee-star-cory-
monteith-found-dead-hotel-room-
reports)

9

PICTURES, VIDEO: Inspirational
YouTube star Talia Joy
Castellano, 13, dies of cancer
(/tv/2013/07/17/pictures-video-
inspirational-youtube-star-talia-
joy-castellano-13-dies-cancer-0)

3

A look at Cory Monteith's 15 best
Glee performances
(/tv/2013/07/15/look-cory-
monteiths-15-best-glee-
performances)

2

Adam Lambert parts ways with his
record label
(/music/2013/07/14/adam-lambert-
and-his-record-label-part-ways)

2

Subscribe

DAILY UPDATES

Subscribe to THE STRAITS TIMES COMMUNITIES by
email

Email: 96 0Google + 0 

http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/ST-Communities
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/The-Straits-Times
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/exhibition
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/Art-Stage-Singapore
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/Donna-Ong
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tag/Primo-Marella
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/show/2013/02/14/art-defecation-and-death-australias-mona
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/show/2013/02/14/manga-festival-kicks-singapore-weekend-first-time
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tv/2013/07/20/san-diego-comic-con-game-thrones-pays-tribute-dead-characters
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tv/2013/07/20/lea-michele-makes-emotional-trip-cory-monteiths-pacific-rim-hotel
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/multimedia
https://www.facebook.com/TheStraitsTimes
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/TheStraitsTimes
https://www.facebook.com/TheStraitsTimes
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/yukiko.mikie.kiyoi
https://www.facebook.com/james.goodenough.549
https://www.facebook.com/sonia.jensen.16
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001052236031
https://www.facebook.com/MSLsarkas
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/music/2013/07/16/can-singapore-ndp-2013-song-hold-candle-our-past-classics
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tv/2013/07/14/glee-star-cory-monteith-found-dead-hotel-room-reports
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tv/2013/07/17/pictures-video-inspirational-youtube-star-talia-joy-castellano-13-dies-cancer-0
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/tv/2013/07/15/look-cory-monteiths-15-best-glee-performances
http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/music/2013/07/14/adam-lambert-and-his-record-label-part-ways

